Notes
28. Neck.   The Swedish form of the Danish nok, and the
English nicker, a water-demon.   Cf. the words nix and nixie t
male and female water-spirits respectively.
jVar. The Danish nisse, an elf, hobgoblin.
72. I know his name. There was a widespread superstition
that the knowledge of a person's real name, which was not
that by which he was commonly called, gave one power over
the person. Thus the name of God was never uttered aloud
by the Jews, and the real name of Rome was said to be jealously
guarded by the College of Pontiffs. See Cornelius Agrippa's
Occult Philosophy, I. Ixx.
81. rune. *Song.5 The word is also used of the letters of the
early Teutonic alphabet.
GOD'S JUDGEMENT ON A WICKED BISHOP
Robert Southey (1774-1843), poet, historian, and general
man of letters; one of the so-called 'Lake' School of poets.
Thalaba (1801) and The Curse ofKehama (1810) are his chief long
poems, though many of his shorter verses are better known.
But of all his writings perhaps his Life of Nelson (1813) is the
most read. In 1813 he accepted the poet-laureateship, which
Scott had refused in Southey's favour.
Hatto, the second Archbishop of Mainz of that name, was
sent to Rome as ambassador from the Emperor Otho I at
Pavia (961). Shortly afterwards he became archbishop. sOf
his after-life and of his personal character the most opposite
accounts have been given. By some he is represented as a
zealous reformer, and an upright and successful administrator;
by others as a selfish and hard-hearted oppressor of the poor'
(Chambers, Encyc.). The legend perpetuated by Southey in
this ballad is probably due to a misunderstanding of the name
rf a tower on the Rhine, Mausethurm (near Bingen), where the
ivent is supposed to have happened. Mausethurm ('Mouse-
:ower') is doubtless a corruption of Mauththurm ('Toll-tower'),
rlatto died in 969 or 970. See Baring-Gould, Curious Myths of
he Middle Ages; or, for a popular account, Charles Morris,
historical Tales, German.
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